rise the local inhabitants. It penalised who opposed it
or refused to join it. Its ranks were swollen by ad-
venturers and Russian trained partymen and immigres
from outside Persia. Russian troops held the ring
when the Tuda party dealt with its opponents.
Persian Government was refused permission to rein-
force or replace their troops, and the Central Govern-
ment of Iran was accused of fascist tendencies. The
Tuda press was freely quoted in the Russian Press
as representing the popular press of Persia.
Until recently Tuda consisted of about 200
armed persons. But the policy of Russia enabled it
to spread disaster in the province. Gradually Tuda
attracted a large membership. Azerbaijan was vir-
tually a closed area and the terrorised elections led to
the election of an Assembly which obeyed the man-
date from Russia and the 'Democratic' Government of
Azerbaijan was set up. Russia would not allow any
reinforcement to proceed to Azerbaijan on the plea
that that would constitute an interference in the in-
ternal affairs of a country. Now she has announced
that if Azerbaijan asked to be incorporated as a Soviet
Republic she cannot refuse such a request. The 200
armed persons slowly became a democratic govern-
ment expressing the will of the people of Azerbaijan.
This Province has played a great part in Iran's
national life. It was the centre of modern Persian
culture. Now Azerbaijan is stated to be Russian to
the core. Russian policies have made it non-Persian
and the disruption of the country has had practically
the effect of depriving Iran of her freedom.
Those who have eyes to see will see in this the
writing on the wall. The disruption of India will ulti-
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